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Character Sketches 

 

1. In Target- A mother makes her way to the bathroom. One of the two children in her cart 

has spilled soda all over himself. Another child, being dragged behind by the mother, 

clings, wailing, to a Miley Cyrus doll. According to her ring finger, the mother’s marital 

status is single. She looks frazzled, and is on the verge of tears herself.  

Vanessa Sturgis is a single mother, working as a waitress at three different jobs. She 

often runs straight from one to the other, just to get enough money for bills and food. 

She often wonders if her small family will make it to the next week. After dropping out 

of college because of getting pregnant with her first child, her father would have 

nothing to do with her. When disowned from her family, she relocated to a rural town 

on the side of route 66. She works in three different restaurants there, both near the 

road and closer in towards the city, living paycheck to paycheck and not feeling very 

happy at all. 

 

2. In the Mall of Georgia- A young man, seemingly in his middle twenties, swaggers past 

me with his homies on either side. His pants are dragging on the floor, hanging from 

knees, and his ripped body catches the eye of every girl there. They all want him.  

Although Chris appears on the outside to be over-confident, he honestly could not be 

more scared. He wants to go to law school, and be everything his mother wanted him to 

be, but he has neither the grades nor the money to get in. He hates himself for what 

he’s become, but sees no other way out. Turning to a gang has brought him to a level of 

hatred of himself he had never thought was possible. He has done things that would 

make even his dead mother leave him. Although he is “rolling in the dough,” he would 

most assuredly change that if he saw even a glimpse of a better future in store for him, 



no matter the pay cut. He has been raised better than this, but he really cannot find a 

way out. 

 

3. In my friend’s neighborhood- As I walk to the front door of my friend’s house, I see a girl 

being dragged five different ways by six dogs. They do not appear to be of any size to 

me, but to the girl, they are huge.  

Ten year old Sally begs the dogs to cooperate with her, “Come on! All I need to do is get 

you back home so I can get paid and buy that IPod I’ve always wanted since last week. 

Please work with me!” She growls with frustration as a squirrel shoots past her and up a 

tree. Everyone else in her grade has all of the latest stuff, and their parents just give it to 

them. Sally really doesn’t understand why she must work for her things. Little does she 

know, she is learning a great life lesson because of this. 

 

4. In Starbucks- A young man walks in. As he saunters over to his group of friends, I am 

reminded of a flock of peacocks. Each of these guys has different colored hair, and each 

young man has different spikes. This one young man has alternating green and red 

spikes, very large, down the middle of his head. His clothes are all black, and his ear, 

eyebrow, and lips are pierced.  

John has been looked up to by his peers for as long as he can remember. As a child, he 

was forced to grow up fast. His friends know this, and admire him for it. Although he 

looks like a stereotypical hoodlum, John is a volunteer at the rec center, and has 

inspired many lives through his short, seventeen year life. 

  

5. In Olive Garden- A man, in his early thirties, sits by himself. He is wearing a sharp suit, 

and is eating his pasta. Looking at his face, you can totally tell that something is 

upsetting this man.  

Charles usually enjoys a glass of wine with his dinner, but because he is driving home 

tonight, he opts for a glass of water instead. His eight to five job, six days a week is 

wearing him down. His wife has left him because she has no time with him anymore. 



She doesn’t care if he pays for her house or her car. All she wants is for him to spend 

time with her and his family. His children don’t even know him. This morning, Charles 

woke up to a letter from his wife, explaining why she is leaving him, and where she is 

taking the children. This comes as no surprise to Charles, but he is still numb from the 

shock. He decides that one little drink can’t hurt. 


