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Not About Wings 

 In the song “Not About Wings” by the band Downhere, the writer, Jason Germain, uses a 

lot of literary language and metaphors. The listener is described as a dove that is able to soar 

despite a broken wing and a sparrow that is trapped but is still lifted high. The theme of the song 

is that no matter what happens to us in our lives, no matter the extent to which we are bruised 

and broken, we are always able to fly, as long as we lean on God for support in our failures. He 

will always lift us up when our own strength fails. 

 In the first verse, Germain sings, “Worry not, Love, how far you could fall. Fly now; 

Darling, find how a broken wing can be the best to soar on.” Soaring consists of a bird or a man-

made hang-glider catching warm, upward-spiraling winds called thermals to get higher into the 

sky. This process allows birds to use the natural energy of the wind, instead of having to flap its 

wings and waste unnecessary energy to stay in the air. Germain is saying that when we are 

broken is when we fly the farthest because we are forced to lean on the available resources. As 

Christians, our best available resource is God and his ability to work miracles in our broken lives 

and grant peace in the midst of our storms. When our worlds are crashing and shaking and we 

are pushing as hard as we can just to stay afloat is when we lean to the wind and go the farthest.  

The chorus of this song sounds simple, and it echoes the meaning in each of the verses: 

“Believing is not about seeing; faith is not about reaching; and on this journey, I keep learning: 

flying is not about wings.” I believe that Germain is saying that flying does not depend on 
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whether our metaphorical wings are up to par or not; every person gets hurt at some point in 

his/her life. Flying depends on whether or not we simply keep going, no matter how much it 

hurts at the time. Even in our brokenness, we can lean on God and His strength, and go far. 

 I also believe that the first two lines of the chorus depend on each other. Faith is about 

believing without seeing, not reaching for something tangible. They go together, believing in 

Christ and everything He stands for, without being able to see Him. Birds cannot see the wind, 

but they know that it is there and that it can help them get to where they need to be. As such, we 

as Christians must know that God is there to help us get to where we need to be without being 

able to see Him. 

The second verse of this song talks about a sparrow trapped by a window. The sparrow 

uses everything it has just to get past it, when, “It’s not by work you find your escape, but in 

your defeat when you seek his face. That’s when He lifts you high.” Germain is reiterating that 

our circumstances do not matter, and that we cannot go through this life on our own strength. No 

matter how hard we try, we must depend on Him to lift us up when we are going down, and no 

matter how much we fail, He will lift us up. We need not worry about failing; what matters most 

is that we lean on God in our pain. He will lift us up as the wind lifts up birds.  

This song goes back to the Bible- Isaiah 40:31, “But those who wait on the Lord will 

mount up on wings as eagles.” Eagles are large birds of prey that depend largely on thermal 

winds to lift them up, so that they can soar across the countryside, conserving energy by using 

the wind to stay afloat. The theme of birds that Germain uses throughout the song fits perfectly 

with this verse, and this verse supports the theme of the song well. 

After the second verse, the song goes back to the chorus, bringing the song around full-

circle. This song is a literal show of a metaphorical verse. Even while we must wait on the Lord, 



Lynch   3 

 

we must have faith that He will take us where we need to be in life. We must lean on Him as 

birds lean on the wind, without seeing, just believing. 

You can find this song here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_hDpEnZ1tJg 


